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Welcome to Our Symposium

Prof. Dr. Yohichi GOHSH', President, National Institute for Environmental Studies

At the Earth Observation Summit on 25 April 2004, it is expected that agreement will be reached on a
framework for many countries of the world to cooperate effectively in Earth observation activities over the
next ten years.

One could say that the approach of "Let's observe things and then guess what's going to happen next"
is a basic process for humans to live wisely. We try to guess what will happen, and if a change we see is not
favourable, we try to discover the causes and change the situation. If it is a change that cannot be avoided,
regardless of how hard we try, we then think about all the possible ways to adapt to the situation. In any
case, accurate observation is the foundation for everything.

Over the past twenty years we have become quite aware that the global environment is in the process of
changing. But if someone asked what we should do next, unfortunately, we would have to say that we do
not have enough observational data to offer a good answer. Since the National Institute for Environmental
Studies was established, we have not faltered in our efforts to monitor and observe the environment. Some
data we have been collecting continuously for about as long as NIES has been around. But we did not just
record the data. We constantly updated and improved it from a scientific perspective, and published it as
quickly as possible, in the interest of promoting environmental research and solving environmental
problems. But one research institute has limits to the volume of data that it can handle. In the future, it will
be important to gather data from a broad region and over the long term, acquired in a way that can be
trusted by many institutions of many countries around the world.

On this day, | invite the research institutes to introduce from what perspective they have conducted what
kinds of observations, and | hope to hear what kind of contributions we should all be making in order to
ensure humanity's correct understanding of the global environment. | urge you all to support and cooperate
in this work, and to aim for the cooperation research institutes both domestically and internationally.
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13:10-13:40 | Overview of Global Environmental Monitoring
Dr. Yasumi FUJINUMA, Research Program Manager, Center for Global Environmental Research, NIES
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Dr. Hideaki NAKAN E, Deputy Director, Atmospheric Environment Division, NIES
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16:00-16:30 | Long-term Monitoring of Ecological Services in Tropical Forest
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