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成成成成果果果果のののの要要要要約約約約
西洋人の記述を頼りにいくつかの現地を訪ね、彼らの追体験をし、奇妙な記述や誤った記述も見いだ

した。彼らは恵まれた気候条件による多様な植物の繁茂、沢山の花々、美しい高木、美しい新緑、多様

な紅葉美、豊かな植生、巨木の茂る森、南北の植物の併置、農村の快適な小道、手入れの良い農地、壮

麗な針葉樹の並木、段々畑、美しい入江、美しい山々への見晴らし、細かな地形が造り出す風景の変化

など、多くに感動していた。また南北の気候条件の違いや、太平洋と日本海の自然の違いによる風景の

変化にも気づいていた。この資料が公表され、各地の風景研究者に配付されることにより、記述の分析

がより正確なものとなる。
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Appreciation of Japanese landscapes by the Western visitors arrived until l900
-Finding the Original attraction of Japan-

Yoji AOKI: Social and Environmental Systems Division

Introduction
This report listed and summarized the descriptions of Western visitors about “Fukei”

of Japan since the first arrival on Tanegashima Island in l549 (Aoki, et al. 2004). We could
define “Fukei” as similar to the concept as the impression of landscape or scenery. Japanese

appreciation of scenery had been affected by Chinese culture since ancient times. For example,

the idea of “Eight Scenery”, which evolved in the 10th century in old China, was introduced in

the l4th century to Japan, has affected more than five centuries of the appreciation of Japanese
landscape (Aoki, et al. 2003). Because Japan was closed to western foreigners until the end of

the Edo era. i.e., the 19th century. the effect continued until the opening of the country. And

cultivated Japanese used Chinese method for the sophisticated way of landscape observation as

Chinese poetry. After the opening of the country, Japanese began to accept Western culture and
its way of landscape appreciation. Cultivated Japanese understood natural phenomena by the

development of natural science. Although the western countries had experienced the period of

Landscape Painting from the l6th to the l9th centuries and sometimes described Japanese

landscape as belonging to a similar kind of beauty. Japanese never understand their appreciation.
Quite recently, by studying the descriptions of Western visitors to Japan, we will find how they

understood and appreciated Japanese landscapes and what was the landscape beauty of Japan

existing in the former times.

Summary of each period
The term of visit was divided into 6 parts. The focal objects appreciated were listed in

the paper and the features of Japanese also summarized (Aoki et al. 2004).

(l) The first period began with the arrival of the first Portuguese, Mendes Pinto, to Tanegashima
Island in 1549 and ended at the time of opening the country by negotiation with Perry in l853.

During the period, Portuguese and Spaniards visited and mostly engaged in missionary work

and obtained many believers in western Japan. Although the domestic warfare sometimes

threatened not only Japanese lives but also Westerners’ lives, they established many churches as
the result of their activities. But the Japanese government since the l7th century excluded them,

because the government feared the country’s stability In that period, Westerners were not yet

accustomed to the plant taxonomy or landscape paintings. They never describe the natural

landscape or vegetation in Japan, the outstanding features of Japanese landscape. During the
closed country, i.e. the Edo era, the Dutch including German or Sweden visitors traveled fom

Nagasaki to Edo. Some of them knew plant taxonomy and found the features of Japanese

landscape to be endowed with a diversity of plants. In this period, Russia also investigated

Japanese landscape from the coasts and found pleasant impressions. Unfortunately, the Japanese
government sometimes met them and arrested some Russians as prisoners unfortunately. They

also reported the landscape beauty of Japan.

(2) U. S. A. and Russia visited to negotiate the opening the country of Japan in l853. Some

members of the troop could understand Japanese and some knew plant taxonomy. They could
describe the landscape and vegetation more precisely Moreover the troops came accompanied

with landscape painters, so they could report in detail the vegetation of Japan. Some enjoyed
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familiar vegetation at Hokkaido Island and some admired the beauty of topographic features of

Japanese landscapes.

(3) After the establishment of diplomatic relations with Japan in 1859, Western diplomats

explored of the inland areas to learn about Japanese society. They frequently made sightseeing
tours, and inspected the details of Japan. Some knew about landscape painting and the others

painted as a hobby of painting, which made more precise observation on the landscapes. They

found the clearness of air, dominant features of plants, and realized the landscape beauties of

Japanese compared to ugly Europe. In the same period, U. K. sent the plant hunters all over the
world (Shirahata 1994), and they found the rich and diversified vegetation of Japan, along with

the juxtaposition of boreal and tropical vegetation,

(4) The number of western visitors was increasing in spite of the political and social confusion

in Japan. Because of the coming end of the government by Shogun, some of them were injured
by the terrorist attacks in l862. Earnest Satow traveled and investigated broad areas of Japan to

make a travel guide for Westerners (Satow and Hawes l88l). This guidebook induced the

visitors to the unbeaten areas of Japan. The guidebook also recorded many beautiful landscapes

of Japan existing in those days.
(5) After the Meiji Revolution in l867, many hireling specialists visited Japan to pass on their

knowledge evolved in the western cultures. Japanese devoted to understand them and gave them

not only monetary rewards but also cordial introductions to their famous sightseeing sites and

interior. For example, Richard Henry Brunton (Griffis 1906) visited around the coast of
Japanese islands to make lighthouses near the ports. Dr. Ervin Baerz (l931) investigated hot

springs and highlands to find suitable sites for health resorts. Edward Sylvester Morse (19l7)

visited fom Hokkaido in the north to Kyushu in the south for his inspection of biological

curiosities. They made detailed descriptions of landscapes and found beautiful sites to their
tastes.

(6) After the popularity of visiting to Japan, many tourists and missionaries came and traveled

over the islands. For example, the famous tourist Isabella Bird traveled unbeaten tracks of

Tohoku region from the south to the north and visited Ainu villages in Hokkaido in 1878. Some.
Westerners stayed longer and some lived even in the distant rural areas to find beauty of old

Japan. Japan quickly changed appearance not only the big cities but also along the main roads.

This change made difficulties to distinct their impressions from their hope or illusions. And the

efects of the western cultures became bigger and affected landscape observation of the Japanese.
On the other hand, Westerners complained about the ugly changes in the Japanese landscape.

For example, Japanese cut the magnificent row of trees on the roads and constructed electric

poles instead. But Japanese realized their advice more than l00 years later of present era..
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!3"#$%&'(Geographical(map of(Japan(at(the(period
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!4")*+,%*-(Location(of(sites(visited(to(ensure(the(descriptions
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!5 1878./0123456789:;<=>?@ABCD1859.(Isabella(Bird
visited(Tsugaruzaka(pass(in(1878,(the(view(drawn(by(Rosen(Hirao(ca.(1859

!6 1878./E5FGH1HI78J;KL>MN%OP?QRS%RTUVW1995.XY
Ernest(Satow(visited(Kazeshio(pass(in(1878,(the(view(by(Takamitsu(Tanaka(of(Ikeda
Town(in(1995
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!8 1895./Z[\]^_5`%8a;bc%OP?bcdXY"Michel(Ribaud(visited
Hakodate(in(1895,(the(view(by(Hakodate(city(office

!7(1880./e^fg2^h78a;ijkl%OP?mndXY"Erwin(Baerz(visited
Shichirigahama(in(1880,(the(view(by(Kamakura(city(office
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