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ABSTRACT

For the past decade, considerable efforts have been made by the National and
local governments to introduce environmental impact assessment (EIA) procedure into
their public policies. As a result, twenty-seven local governments so far have
succeeded in legislating the EIA procedure in one way or another. Nevertheless, little
is known about the practical effects of implementing the procedure.

This study aims firstly to analyze implementation effects of the existing EIA
public policies, and secondly to investigate an improved method for the operations.
Policy effects have been defined and identified according to each of the three parties
of interest, i.e., project proponent, concerned local residents, and relevant government
agencies. Analyses of the effects have been performed systematically in the following
two ways: Practical cases to which the EIA procedure was applied have been carefully
selected and studied on one hand, and to confirm the results, an experimental work
based on a newly designed methodology has been conducted on the other hand. It has
been clearly shown from the analyses that proper environmental concerns are ensured
through the EIA procedure and accordingly the planning process has been proved to
become more rational through the planning process has been proved to become more
rational through the assessment. For an improved operation of the EIA procedure, it
has also been clarified from this study that more considerations should be given to
encourage the local residents to participate in the process, and that the technical
efficiency of the EIA procedure be more increased.

This report is organized in following context: In Chapter 1, the background and
scope of this study are described. Theoretical framework and methodology of this
study are discussed with particular emphasis on identifying policy effects of the EIA
procedure in Chapter 2. In Chapter 3, current situations in the application of EIA
procedure in local governments have been reviewed, in order to construct working
assumpticns for the following study. The policy effects on project proponent,
concerned local residents, and relevant government agencies, have been identified and
determined, in Chapter 4, for cases in Kawasaki and other seven local governments.
In Chapter 5, to facilitate the analysis, a new experimental method named “IPEM”
(Interactive Policy Evaluation Method) has been proposed and designed. Using the
IPEM, in Chapter 6, the effects of the EIA procedure as applied to a standard housing
development process have been examined experimentally with the purpose of improving
operations of the current EIA procedures. And finally in Chapter 7, the major findings
obtained in this study are summarized, and further works are suggested.
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