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1. Introduction:     Networking – why?

• Importance of networking has been 
emphasized on many occasions.
– WGIA4 (February 2007) agreed upon the 

importance of effective use of GHG inventory 
experts in the region to enhance (policy-
makers’) awareness of significance of inventory.

– Manila meeting (June 2007) highlighted regional 
network of experts (web based forum) as the 
overall needs of inventory compilers in the SEA 
countries to exchange regional information (EF, 
AD, other parameters).



1. Introduction:     Why not existing ones?

• Inventory-related networks already exist.
– e.g., Greenhouse Gas Experts Network

(http://www.ghgnetwork.org)
• However, apparently those networks are 

little used by experts in Asian region. 
– According to the questionnaire about 

Greenhouse Gas Experts Network, almost all 
WGIA5 participants have never used it.

• Why…?   Some problems make Asian 
country experts keep away from existing 
networks, presumably?  
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1. Introduction:  What is the way forward?

• Given some difficulties Asian country experts 
are facing, it will be helpful for WGIA to 
establish a new regional on-line network.

• To this end, let’s consider:
– What are the problems Asian country experts 

might be seeing in the existing networks?
– What features need to be sought when we 

design the new regional on-line network?



2-1．Case Example 1: GHG Experts Network

http://www.ghgnetwork.org/

-Information is open

-On the web

-You can take  
contact directly 
with a specialist

- Offering all 
information  
collectively

http://www.ghgnetwork.org/


6

2-2．Case Example 2: Climate-L

http://www.iisd.ca/email/
climate-L.htm

E-mail
-Register to this, 
contribution mail is  
distributed to your 
E-mail address.

-Mailing List

-Contribution mails 
are stocked 
on the web

http://www.iisd.ca/email/
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2-3. Case Example 3: 
Electronic Discussion Group

http://www.ipccnggip.iges.or.jp/
edg/edg.htm

-Restricted person 
only
(Need password)

-On the web

- Offering 
information by 
topics
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3．Advantages and Disadvantages by Each
Item in Formation of Network Platforms

• Items for Our Discussion
1. Participants
2. Information Browse
3. Mailing List & Message Board
4. Information to be Offered
5. Contents of Information
6. Methods of Posting Information
7. List of Experts
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3-1. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (1) Participant

Choice 1: Unrestricted
• Advantages

– Wide range of participants
– Various perspectives 

different from inventory 
development but related to 
climate change issues

• Disadvantages
– Too much information 

straying off inventory 
development

Choice 2: Restricted
• Advantages

– Providing information 
focused only on inventory 
development

• Disadvantages
– Difficulty to decide the 

range of participants 
related to inventory 
development

– Possibility of excluding 
external cooperation
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3-2. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (2) Information Browse

Choice 1: 
Open without 

Password

• Advantages
– None

• Disadvantages
– Too difficult to 

control 
information 
offering and 
browse

Choice 2: 
Open with Password

• Advantages
– Promoting the 

understanding 
of inventory 
development

• Disadvantages
– Causing 

unexpected 
use of 
information

Choice 3:
Close and allowing 

only limited 
Participants

• Advantages
– Preventing 

misunderstanding 
and unexpected 
use of information

• Disadvantages
– Excluding persons 

less relevant to 
inventory but 
interested in 
climate change 
policy
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3-3. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (3) Mailing List & Message Board

Choice 1: 
Mailing List & 

Message Board
• Advantages

– Providing 
various choices 
on the network

• Disadvantages
– Increasing tasks 

for moderators to 
manage the 
network

Choice 2: 
Mailing List Only
• Advantages

– Less tasks for 
moderators to 
manage the 
network

• Disadvantages
– Decreasing 

variety of choices 
on the network

Choice 3: 
Message Board Only
• Advantages

– Avoiding offering 
unnecessary 
information to 
each participant’s 
mailbox 

• Disadvantages
– Needing to 

access the 
network to 
browse 
information
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3-4. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (4) Information to be offered

Choice 1: 
Information offering Only
• Advantages

– Decreasing the number of 
moderators’ tasks

– Preventing discussions 
unnecessary for all 
participants 

• Disadvantages
– Losing the chances to 

discuss about inventory 
development in detail

Choice 2: 
Allowing to post questions 

and discussions
• Advantages

– Offering the chances to 
discuss about inventory 
development in detail

• Disadvantages
– Providing discussions 

necessary for not all 
participants

– Increasing the number of 
moderators’ tasks
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3-5. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (5) Contents of Information

Choice 1: 
Every information relevant 

to climate change
• Advantages

– Offering information not 
only inventory development 
but also other issues 
relevant to climate change

• Disadvantages
– Making vague the original 

purpose of offering 
information for improving 
inventory development 

Choice 2: 
Information directly relevant 

to inventory development 
only

• Advantages
– Offering information 

focused on inventory 
development

• Disadvantages
– Making impossible to 

receive other information 
relevant to climate change
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3-6. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (6) Methods of Posting Information

Choice 1: 
Offering all information 

collectively
• Advantages

– Providing various 
information to all 
participants

• Disadvantages
– Causing to offer 

information unnecessary 
for receivers who are 
interested in a particular 
topic

Choice 2: 
Offering information by 

topics
• Advantages

– Providing information 
necessary for each 
receiver

• Disadvantages
– Preventing participants 

from browsing various 
information
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3-7. Advantages and Disadvantages in Each Item 
– (7) List of Experts

Choice 1: 
Posting the list on the 

website
• Advantages

– Participants can ask 
questions by their choices 
and every time they want.

• Disadvantages
– Experts receive 

unexpected tasks.

Choice 2: 
Not posting the list on the 

website
• Advantages

– Experts can avoid 
unexpected tasks.

• Disadvantages
– Participants cannot choose 

experts who they want to 
ask their questions.

– It takes time for participants 
to receive answers.



Item Choice 1 Choice 2 Choice 3
Participant Unrestricted Restricted

Information Browse Open with password Open with password Close  and allowing 
only limited 
participants 

Mailing List & 
Message Board

Mailing List & 
Message Board

Mailing List only Message Board only

Information to be 
offered

Information offering 
only

Allowing to post 
questions and 
discussion

Contents of 
Information

Every information 
relevant to climate 
change

Information directly 
relevant to inventory 
development

Methods of Posting 
Information

Offering all 
information 
collectively

Offering information 
by topics

List of Experts Posting the list on 
the website

Not posting the list 
on the website
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4．Discussion Points



Thank you!

We hope our following discussion 
comes to be very fruitful.
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Reference 1: GHG Experts Network

Item Characteristics
Participant Unrestricted

Information Browse Open

Mailing List & Message 
Board

Mailing List & Message Board

Information to be offered Allowing to post questions and discussions

Contents of Information Every information relevant to climate change

Methods of Posting 
Information

Offering all information collectively

List of Experts Posting the list on the website
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Reference 2: Climate-L

Item Characteristics
Participant Unrestricted

Information Browse Mailing list

Mailing List & Message 
Board

Mailing List only

Information to be offered Information offering only

Contents of Information Every information relevant to climate change

Methods of Posting 
Information

Offering all information collectively

List of Experts Not posting the list on the website
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Reference 3: Electronic Discussion Group

Item Characteristics
Participant Restricted

Information Browse Close

Mailing List & Message 
Board

Message Board only

Information to be offered Permitting question posting and discussion

Contents of Information Information directly relevant to inventory 
development

Methods of Posting 
Information

Offering information by topics

List of Experts Not posting the list on the website
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